
The IPSL Olympiads Awards Ceremony ð 2015 was held on 

the 7th of November 2015 at New Arts Theatre (NAT), Uni-

versity of Colombo.  The Chief Guest of this annual event 

was Professor K Premaratne, Senior Professor of the De-

partment of Physics, University of Peradeniya and Vidya 

Nidi Professor Lakshman Dissanayake was the Guest of 

Honour  of the event. The Dean of the Faculty of Science, 

University of Colombo Professor K. R. Mahanama was also 

present at this occasion.  

26 Gold medals, 

55 Silver medals 

and 135 Bronze medals were awarded for students who  had  

excelled  in  the  Sri  Lankan  Physics  Olympiad  Competition, 

Sri  Lankan  Astronomy  and  Astrophysics  Olympiad  Competi-

tion and Sri Lankan Junior Astronomy Olympiad Competition. 

Mr. Harshana S Weligampola of Dharmaraja College, Kandy 

was awarded a special plaque for his achievement in Interna-

tional Physics Olympiad competition held in Mumbai, India. 

Western College for Management & Technology awarded 

scholarships for the medal winners while Achievers Lanka 

Business School (Pvt) Ltd. and Airtrav (Pvt) Ltd.  sponsored the 

event. The performance of the students of Vidusavi Rangayathanaya, Horana added glamor to the 

event. Summary reports of Astronomy Olympiad Competitions was presented by Professor Chandana 

Jayaratne, the national coordinator and Professor Ruwan Wijesundera presented the summary report 

of the Physics Olympiad Competitions on behalf the national coordinator Professor S R D Rosa. 
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Prof. K R Mahanama, the Dean of the Faculty of 

Science, University of Colombo, lighting the oil 

lamp 

This yearõs Professor A W Mailvaganam Memorial Oration titled 

òNanotechnology : Technology of the New Millenniumó was delivered 

by Professor K Premaratne, Senior Professor, Department of Physics, 

University of Peradeniya on the 7th of November, 2015 at the New 

Physics Lecture Theatre (NPLT) of the Department of Physics, Universi-

ty of Colombo.  

The important and fascinating properties of nanostructures and appli-

cations of Nanotechnology in a wide variety of fields such as energy, 

medicine, pharmaceutical industry, nanoelectronics, optoelectronics, 

cosmetics, sports, information technology and biotechnology were 

discussed. Special attention was given to the Carbon-based nanostruc-

tures diamond, graphite, C60 (Fullerine) and carbon nanotubes (CNTs) 

in the oration.  
Portrait  of Prof. A W Mailvaganam 
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The 35th Annual General meeting of the Institute of Physics, Sri Lanka (IPSL) was 

held on the 28th of March, 2015 at the Physics Lecture Room II of the Department of 

Physics, University of Colombo chaired by outgoing President Professor D D N B Daya. 

Office bearers and the members for the Council were unanimously elected for the 

year 2015/2016.  

Professor Daya thanked all council member for the support extended during his ten-

ure as president to uplift the image of the IPSL. Professor Ruwan Wijesundera of Uni-

versity of Kelyaniya was elected as the new president for the year 2015/2016. Pro-

fessor Wijesundera thanked the members for electing him as the IPSL president. He 

also thanked the former president and council for the contributions made to the IPSL 

during the past year.  

IPSL Membersõ Annual Get-together and Dinner was held on Saturday, 07 November 2015 at 07.00 p.m. at Faculty Centre of the Universi-

ty of Colombo. Students of the Cultural Centre of the University of Colombo performed on this occasion.  
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Prof. K R Mahanama, Dean, Faculty of Sci-

ence, addressing the gathering 

Prof. Chandana Jayaratne, National Coordina-

tor of Astronomy Olympiads, presenting the 

summary report 

Prof. Ruwan Wijesundera, President  - IPSL, 
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piad on behalf of Prof. S R D Rosa, 

Prof. Chandana Jayaratne, awarding a certifi-

cate to a student  

Council members arriving at the New Arts 

Theatre (NAT) 

Prof. Ruwan Wijesundera presenting a token 
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